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European river basins

Danube
most intern . RB
14+5 countries

81 million
800.000+ km 2

Hungary
93.000 km 2





Economic Disparities



Ecosystems under pressure
through human activities

Need of cooperation



Danube River Protection Convention

29 June 1994 , Sofia - Bulgaria

• Protection of water / ecological resources
• Sustainable use of water in Danube River 

Basin
• Reduce inputs of nutrients and hazardous 

substances
• WFD

since 1998



Contracting Parties

Bosnia & Herzegovina
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Germany
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Slovenia

Croatia
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Stakeholder Involvement:
22 Observers



TransNational Monitoring 
Network (TNMN)



Connectivity & Fish Migration

Source: www.biotactic.com



Gemenc floodplain rehabilitation 
project, Danube-Drava Nat. Park



• World Bank, GEF,

• Wetland restoration, 

habitat recreation,

• Nutrient load reduction

Gemenc floodplain rehabilitation 
project, Danube-Drava Nat. Park



Sustainable Integrated Management of 

International River Corridors in SEE 

Countries; 2012-14

To harmonize development and nature protection 

policies, programs along transboundary rivers. 

SEE River Toolkit 



JDS - international longitudinal

survey 

• samples are taken consecutively within a short 

timespan with same methods - homogeneous 

dataset on water quality.

• 2001, 2007, 2013 

• 6 weeks, 

• budget  € 1.17 million



Significant Water Management Issues

Organic 
Pollution

Nutrient 
Pollution

Hazardous Substances 
Pollution

Hydromorphological
Alterations



Reflects

• Water status of the DRB waters

• Significant Water Management 

Issues

Includes

• Joint Programme of Measures

• Evaluation on measure 

implementation

• Concl. on investment & funding

Danube River Basin Management Plan



Ministerial Meeting February 16, 2010

DRBMP adopted & Danube Declaration



Joint Statement
on Navigation



… is a stakeholder in water management

(affects water through actions or lack thereof)

… can act as an innovator & leader

… can be a partner in projects

Business …
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• Promote best practice in environmental 
management

• Implement projects supporting Danube 
countries

• Operate in the Danube basin
• Share the vision of the ICPDR

Business Friends
of the Danube





Danube Watch 

Information, current issues, actions



Danube Box

• Teacher’s handbook

• Interactive CD-ROM, working 

sheets, poster, family cards

• National languages and English

• www.danubebox.org

In partnership with: 



International Thiess Riverprize

The ICPDR was 
awarded this
prestigious prize for 
excellent water 
resource 
management!

September 2007, Brisbane, Australia



Cooperation with International River 

Foundation

Applications till 29 March

http://www.riverfoundation.org.au/riverprize_european.php



http://budapestwatersummit.hu/

Thank you for your attention


